
Coalition still wary
of Iraq’s weaponry

By GERRY J. GILMORE
American Forces Press Service 

WASHINGTON — U.S. military com-
bat action in Baghdad Saturday may have
inflicted thousands of casualties on the
enemy, a senior U.S. Central Command
spokesperson said Sunday. 

“It certainly demonstrated our ability to
operate within Baghdad at a time and place
of our choosing and to inflict severe dam-
age on anyone that opposes the force that
comes into Baghdad,” Army Brig. Gen.
Vince Brooks, CENTCOM deputy director
for operations, said at the organization’s
forward headquarters in Qatar. 

Based on U.S. military estimates of Sat-
urday’s combat in Baghdad, enemy casual-
ties “could be on the order of 2,000, it
could be more than 2,000, it could be
somewhat less than 2,000,” Brooks noted. 

There are still parts of three Iraqi divi-
sions in and around Baghdad, the general
remarked, but no movements of large
enemy forces have been seen lately. 

U.S. forces in Baghdad have been con-
fronting company-sized enemy units,
which “are dealt with” when encountered,
Brooks said. 

He pointed out that Hussein’s regime
continues to put Iraq’s civilian population

at risk by hiding ordnance and other mili-
tary assets close to residential areas. U.S.
and coalition forces’ mission is to destroy
the regime and its military capability, not
the Iraqi people, he emphasized. 

Brooks noted that the U.S. military has
also secured Baghdad’s international air-
port, contrary to what Iraqi propaganda
was saying on the country’s state-con-
trolled television network. 

Saturday’s U.S. military action in Bagh-
dad “also makes a very clear statement
about how much control the regime does or
does not have,” the general pointed out. 

The ouster of Saddam and his gang is
just one part of U.S.-coalition objectives,
Brooks pointed out, along with the require-
ment that Iraq also “be free of weapons of
mass destruction when this operation is
complete.” 

U.S. and coalition forces have looked
for WMDs in Iraq, Brooks noted. But right
now, he stressed, the priority is the removal
of Saddam Hussein’s regime. 

Brooks said a more concentrated search
for WMDs in Iraq would occur after the
Iraqi people are liberated. 

“We still believe that the regime still has”
WMDs, Brooks remarked, “and, we also
believe that they have the will to use them.”

In a press briefing at the Pentagon
Thursday, neither Defense Secretary Don-
ald Rumsfeld nor Chairman of the Joint

See Baghdad on page 17
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Soldiers in action

Food for thought

Personnel supervisors
dish out ice cream
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Resource managers selling 
teddy bears as fund-raiser

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil

You can help Army Emergency Relief and give some colorful
bears a new home at the same time.

Members of the Resource Management Directorate are selling
teddy bears for AER. The soldier bears, Statue of Liberty bears
and Uncle Sam bears are $8 each; and the USA God Bless Amer-
ica flag bears are $6 apiece. All profits benefit the AER fund-rais-
ing campaign.

“We’re selling all of these to provide the bear necessities for
AER,” quipped budget analyst Janice Nolin.

A sales table is to be set up today and Thursday from 10:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in front of the Sparkman cafeteria. For more
information, call Martin Roggio at 876-5133 or Nolin at 876-
5134.

The Army Emergency Relief campaign continues through May
15 with a $65,000 goal. AER provides loans or grants to active

See Bears on page 11

Benefit provides bear necessities

U.S. forces drub Baghdad units, secure airport

Photo by Skip Vaughn
BEAR HUG— Janice Nolin shows the teddy bears on sale for
Army Emergency Relief.

Striped shirt, whistle
bring plenty of heat
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Win or lose

What do you do
for relaxation?

Page 2

Survey says

American Forces Press Service
PRESS BRIEFING— Air Force Gen.
Richard Myers, chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, responds to reporters’
questions during the press briefing that
he and Secretary of Defense Donald
Rumsfeld conducted Thursday.

Garrison
newcomer
has keys
to safety
Page 6

Hail and farewell
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Ileft the base at 5 p.m., why was the
traffic backed up at the exit gate on
Patton? The soldier stands at atten-

tion. Who is he saluting? I looked
around; I don’t see an officer coming
toward him.  People are getting out of
their vehicles and also standing at
attention. Then I see it, Old Glory,
coming down the flagpole, soldiers
handling her like she’s a prized posses-
sion. It gave me chills. What a sense of
pride and honor I felt!

It saddens me our flag, our nation and
our God are not reverenced like in times
past. But I do believe that time is return-
ing.

America is truly a land set apart by
God. In Deuteronomy, God said a nation
blessed by God will lend and not borrow,
will be the head and not the tail, above
and not beneath. I thank God for Ameri-
ca, a land blessed by God.

Debbie Montgomery

SFC David Grant

“I like to watch televi-
sion, unwind and kick
back in the recliner.”

The Redstone Rocket is published weekly on
Wednesday. The publisher will receive editorial content
for publication in The Redstone Rocket through the
Public Affairs Office, Army Aviation and Missile Com-
mand, Bldg. 5300 Room 5144, Redstone Arsenal AL
35898.

The civilian enterprise printer of the Redstone Rock-
et is The Huntsville Times, located at 2317 S. Memori-
al Parkway, Huntsville AL 35801.

The deadline for display and commercial classified is
5 p.m. Friday before Wednesday publication.

R e d s t o n e  R o c k e tR e d s t o n e  R o c k e t
Editorial office 876-1500   Editorial fax 955-9138      Retail Advertising 532-4539    Classified Advertising 532-4300    Fax 532-4349

The Redstone Rocket is published in the
interest of the personnel at Redstone Arse-
nal, by The Huntsville Times a private firm
in no way connected with the Department
of the Army. Opinions expressed by writers
herein are their own and are not to be con-
sidered an expression by the Department of
the Army. The appearance of advertisements
in this publication, to include inserts and
supplements, does not constitute an
endorsement by the Department of the Army
of the products or services advertised within
this publication. 

The Redstone Rocket is distributed free of
cost to Army personnel at Redstone Arsenal, and

Research Park, Huntsville. Mailing rates off post
for The Rocket are $30 per year, tax included.
We do not guarantee timely delivery. "Third class
mail may receive deferred service. The Postal
Service does not guarantee the delivery of third
class mail within a specified time." (Article 630 of
the Domestic Mail Manual) We do not send sub-
scription renewal notices.

Everything advertised in this publication must
be made available for purchase, use or patron-
age without regard to race, color, creed, sex or
national origin of the purchaser, user or patron. A
confirmed violation or rejection of this policy of
equal opportunity by an advertiser will result in
refusal to print advertising from that source.

Rocket Staff
Public Affairs Officer:  Al Schwartz
Editor: Skip Vaughn
Reporters: Sandy Riebeling

Kelley Lane
Spec. Evan Morrow

Copy Editor: Scott Seeley
Advertising Sales: Aletha Pardue

Petie Sims

email: redstone-rocket@redstone.army.mil
Rocket articles are available online at the following:

http://www.redstone.army.mil/pub_affairs/

What do you do to relax?
By KELLEY LANE
Staff writer
kelleyqa@bellsouth.net

Flag deserves respect

An open lane random survey

CWO Norman Hoover
“I like to read and to walk.”

Tammy Ballew, military
spouse

“I go to the gym and I
spend time with my
children and family.”

Letters to the editor

Marion Terry, AMCOM
“The only time I can
relax is when I take a
lunch break. Usually
Jaroslaw Onuszkanycz,
Alphie, and I take lunch
together. We come
down and have prayer
together. That’s a good
relaxing time.”

As we drove to Fort Morgan, Ala.,
on March 23, we had to pass sev-
eral small towns and what

amazed me, every tree was decorated
with a big yellow ribbon. We did expect
something similar in Huntsville (and on
Redstone) when we returned.

With a big military installation and

all the support we give all year
around, what a disappointment... noth-
ing. Don’t people appreciate our sol-
diers here? I have a daughter in the
Air Force and my husband (and I)
served for 22 years.

Doris Stanik

Show of support wanted 

As I read the Rocket today, I
thought of the information that
has been furnished the media

from Redstone. I always feel uneasy
when I hear the individuals representing
Redstone go into great detail as to what
we are doing. They talk about the
weapons we have and what they can do
and what we are doing and I wonder at
the wisdom of this.  Anyone wanting
information about what is going on at
Redstone doesn’t need to lurk around
the gates or any other location, they just
need to watch the evening news and we
will more than likely tell them exactly
what they are wanting to know.  I per-
sonally would rather these terrorists did
not know what capabilities we have.

With all that is going on in Iraq, I am
amazed at what the news media thinks are
their “rights.” At what point did confiden-
tiality and discretion leave and “the right
to know” take over?  For a reporter to
willingly risk the lives of our troops for
their stories is inexcusable and unaccept-
able. I have viewed reporters getting in the
way of soldiers involved in battle and ply-
ing soldiers who have just returned from a
strenuous, stressful situation with mun-
dane questions. The reporters are turning
this war into a three-ring circus. Surely
there is some rule of thumb that can be
observed that considers human decency
and consideration of the situation at hand.

Sarah Bryan

Uneasy about news media

Irecently found out first hand how the
volunteers work the system at our
friendly Thrift Shop. First of all, I

realize that these folks are volunteers
and that is great, except that some of
them get to the merchandise before it
ever hits the floor.

Case in point: I saw a sofa that struck
my fancy as it matched a love seat I had
bought earlier at a yard sale. Thinking
what a break, I took a pillow from the
love seat to the Thrift Shop and although
it was not open for business, I was
allowed in to see if the colors and pat-
tern was a match. It was a perfect match
and the lady that allowed me to check it
out even commented how lucky I was to
have a good match.

I made mention that I would like to
buy the couch and was informed that
since the store was closed, I would have
to come back the next duty day. I then
asked if she could put a “sold” sign on it
of which I see many when I walk
through the store. She informed me that
this wasn’t possible and that I would
have to return when the store was open.

I agreed and went home excited and
told my wife I had found the perfect
match and would go back bright and
early the next business day. I arrived
prior to the store opening so as to be the
first in line. Imagine my surprise when I
walked in and found the couch was
gone. I was even told that big items such
as couches were slow movers and it

would be here on Wednesday when they
reopened.

I inquired and was told that a friend of
the manager had come in from Tennessee
on Tuesday, not one of the normal duty
days, and they had sold the couch to him
because he came such a long way. 

Why do they even open the front door
when items go out the back door to
friends? Why do I feel I was taken for a
sucker by this operation?

Someone needs to bring this up at the
commanders’ “Town Hall Meeting” or
somewhere. Maybe it isn’t important to
anyone but me, but someone should look
into this matter.   

Dennis Littleton

Editor’s note: The Garrison provided
the following response. “The Redstone
Thrift Shop, like any other organization,
is governed by a Board of Governors,
and has standard procedures for daily
operations. One of these rules is that
‘sold’ is only placed on an item after it
has been paid for and then the item must
be picked up within three working days.
Items are never ‘held’ for customers.

The chairperson of the Board of
Directors has the authority to make
exceptions which, in this case, she did.
The customer who purchased the couch
was not familiar with the shop’s hours of 

See Shopper on page 3

Shopper misses out on couch
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Announcements
speak on “Crime Prevention/Safety
Awareness.” The training is available in
TIPs under course number F32APW
or vendor name IAAP.  In addition,
attendee names should be provided to
arnita.lee@redstone.army.mil. The Red-
stone Arsenal Chapter is happy to offer
this course at no cost to you. The course is
not restricted to administrative profes-
sionals; if you have an interest in the sub-
jects, you are invited to attend. For more
information, call Arnita Lee 842-6038. 

Butler High reunion
Butler High class of 1983 will have its 20-
year reunion Aug. 29-30. For information
call Tammy 721-2246 or Kelly 829-1427.

Father of year
The Madison County Father of the Year
for 2003 will be honored June 21 at a gala
event in Huntsville’s historic Depot
Roundhouse. Sponsored by the Volunteer
Center of Madison County, the gala will
announce the 2003 Father or the Year and
raise money to benefit the center. It will
feature dancing to the music of “Chevy 6”
as well as heavy hors d’oeuvres and a
silent auction. Nominations for the Father
of the Year will be accepted until April 21.
Forms and more information are available
by calling the Volunteer Center 539-7797
and from the center’s web site: www.vol-
unteerhsv.org. 

Union election
The election for officers of AFGE Local
1858 is April 14 from 6 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
at the Union Office, building 3202. Eligi-
bility to vote requires membership in good
standing by March 31. The candidates
include: for president, Billy Clemmons,
Don Eiermann and Abner Merriweather;
executive vice president, Lew Jeter and
Homer Reynolds; secretary, Ethel Bran-
don and Ronald Johnson; treasurer, Mary
Armstrong and Billy “Mack” Ennis; and
SMDC vice president (professional),
Frank Bowels and Jim Brothers. For more
information call Ken Weihs, chairman of
the election committee, 842-7268. 

Aeronautics awards
The American Institute of Aeronautics
and Astronautics, Alabama-Mississippi
Section is requesting nominations for the
2002-03 annual Section Awards. The
awards will be presented at the Officers
and Board of Director Installation and
Awards Banquet, May 15. Submit nomi-
nations by April 18. For more informa-
tion, call Steven Noneman 544-2048. 

Catholic community
Our Lady of the Valley Catholic commu-
nity at Bicentennial Chapel holds Stations
of the Cross each Friday during Lent,
through April 18, at 6 p.m. A soup supper
will follow. Sign up during fellowship to
bring soup or bread. Good Friday will be
celebrated April 18 at 3 p.m., with stations
at 6. Easter Vigil Mass is April 19 at 8
p.m. Easter Sunday Mass is April 20 at
9:30 a.m. Mass is held Saturdays at 5 p.m.
and Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Sorority luncheon
Delta Omega Zeta Chapter of Zeta Phi
Beta Sorority Inc. will present the unveil-

ing of the Zora Neale Hurston Literary
Postage Stamp at 11 a.m. Saturday at the
Huntsville Space Center Marriott. Sched-
uled speaker is Valerie Boyd, author of
“Wrapped in Rainbows,” the biography of
Hurston. For tickets to this scholarship
benefit luncheon, call 539-1886. 

Commissary promotion
Procter and Gamble and the Commissary
will sponsor a Tide and Downy promotion
April 15 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. “The Tide
Race Car Exhibit will include great prices,
plus a representative from the Tide Race
Team who will be in uniform answering
questions,” a prepared release said. “For all
Tide and Downy purchases we’ll give away
caps, T-shirts, Tide race cars, and a few
Jackets. Come out and enjoy in the fun.” 

Kids festival
“KidsFest 2003” is 11 a.m. Sunday at
Whitesburg Baptist Church, 6806 Whites-
burg Drive. Features include television host
ventriloquist Lesha Everett, with five moon
bounces, kid’s karaoke stage, games and
food. There will be a free gift for every guest
family. Everything is free except food (at
low prices). For information call 881-0952. 

IMMC AER fund-raisers
Want to know when the next sale of those
Pentagon pins will take place? Maybe you
are interested in the plant sale. Want to play
in a golf tournament but don’t know how to
enter? You can find the answers anytime at
http://immc.redstone.army.mil/aer/.

Retirement events
A retirement buffet luncheon in honor of
Col. Gary Jerauld, TOCs/AMDCCS proj-
ect manager, is Thursday at noon at the
Officers and Civilians Club. If you wish
to attend, call Debbie Jackson 774-6709
or Dot Davis 774-6710. A change of char-
ter and retirement ceremony at which Jer-
auld retires and relinquishes management
of the TOCs/AMDCCS Project Office to
Yolanda Hodge will be held Friday at 10
a.m. at Bob Jones Auditorium. For more
information, call Becky Lewis 774-6701. 

College fund banquet
The 25th annual United Negro College
Fund banquet is April 17 at 7 p.m. at the
Von Braun Center, North Hall. Scheduled
guest speakers are Tim and Daphne Reid,
television actors; and the guest entertainer
is jazz violinist Michael Ward. For more
information, call 726-7584 or 726-7236. 

Motorcycle safety course
The Department of Defense and Depart-
ment of Army require all soldiers who
operate motorcycles either on or off post to
have satisfactorily completed an approved
Motorcycle Safety Course. This require-
ment also applies to all individuals who
operate a motorcycle on DoD installations.
Motorcyclists will be required to show
proof of meeting this requirement when
registering or renewing a motorcycle on
Redstone Arsenal. Experienced Rider
Courses have been scheduled for the fol-
lowing dates: April 12, April 30, May 2,
May 14 and June 14. Each course will start
at 8 a.m. and end by 5 p.m. This training
will be provided free of cost for military
and DoD civilians. To qualify for the ERC,
a rider must have at least one year experi-

ence and have ridden more than 1,000
miles. These requirements are reduced to
six months and 500 miles if the rider has
completed a Basic Rider Course. Individu-
als under 18 must have a parent or legal
guardian sign a required waiver form
before starting the course. Riders must
bring a valid driver license with motorcy-
cle endorsement to the course. Enrollees
must provide a street-legal motorcycle
which will need to pass an inspection by
the rider coaches. The inspection includes
tires and wheels, controls, lights, oil, chas-
sis and kickstand. Motorcycles should be
properly insured. Class participants should
also provide their own helmet and all
required safety gear. To register for one of
these courses, call Bryan Lorge 842-8622.

German restaurant
By popular demand, the Soldatenstube’s
Thursday $6 German plate lunch is now
available Wednesdays as well. The Soldaten-
stube, in building 3512 on Gray Road, is
open for evening dining Wednesday through
Saturday from 5:30-9:30 p.m. Call 881-5181
for reservations or more information.

NCO club
Knowing that the noncommissioned officer
is the “backbone” of the military service,
Redstone Arsenal has a new NCO Club pro-
gram called the Backbone Lounge. This
includes Friday afternoon “happy hour” with
free buffet at the Challenger Activity Center,
discounts on Child Development Center and
School Age Services fees, 10 percent off all
evening dining purchases at the Soldaten-
stube, more perks at Outdoor Recreation and
swimming pools, discount Golf Course fees,
Auto Skills Center fees, and the Bowling
snack bar. Each member will receive a free
quarterly birthday party dinner buffet plus an
invitation to the three other birthday bashes.
Membership is open to active duty, retired
and Reserve/Guard NCOs (E-5 through E-9)
and DoD civilians (grade GS-6 or equivalent
and below). For more information, call
LuAnne Hardee 830-9175.

Youth job fair
The annual youth job fair is April 19 from
9 a.m. to noon at the Huntsville High
gymnasium (Billie Watkins Drive off Bob
Wallace Avenue). Employers will be on
hand to conduct interviews and provide
summer job applications to youth (16
through college age). The job fair is spon-
sored by the Madison County Commis-
sion, providing youth a convenient and
safe means of applying for summer jobs.

Employment help
Ajob search tips session will be held April 17
at 4 p.m. at Youth Services, building 3148, to
help the youth prepare for the job fair. This
session will help participants to organize their
information, identify skills and complete job
applications more efficiently. To register call
Army Community Service 876-5397.

Church crusade
Church of the Firstborn will hold a Pur-
pose, Power and Praise Crusade, Friday
and Saturday at 7 p.m. Youth night is Fri-
day and family night Saturday. The cru-
sade is free and will be held at Huntsville
Christian Academy, 175 West Park Loop
northwest. For more information, call
746-9815 or 722-0433.

Benefit book sale
The Command Analysis Directorate’s
annual book sale for Army Emergency
Relief is April 21 through May 2, from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m., in Sparkman building 5300
on the second floor by the elevators. “As in
the past, we accept donations of books,
books-on-tape, CDs, DVDs and video-
tapes,” a prepared release said. “We will be
able to receive donations from April 3 until
April 29.” If you have items to donate, call
Brian Barry 842-9909 to arrange delivery
and pick up of those items.

Property tag sale
The Directorate of Personnel and Com-
munity Activities will hold a non-appro-
priated fund Property Tag Sale May 6-8 at
building 7436. The sale is 10:30 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. May 6-7 and ends at 1 p.m. May
8. All sale items have a two-part, pre-
priced tag attached.  The bottom of the tag
will be carried to the register to purchase
the item; simply present your receipt to
clear the building. All items must be
removed the day of purchase. This sale is
open to all members of the Redstone com-
munity, including contractors. For more
information, call 876-1418 or go to
www.redstonemwr.com. 

Master’s degrees
Nova Southeastern University will hold
an information meeting on its Master of
Business Administration degree pro-
gram at 6-8 p.m. April 17 at Calhoun
Community College, conference room
101E, 102 Wynn Drive. Weekend class-
es meet in Huntsville on an 18-month
alternate weekend format. For more
information call Bill Spade 800-672-
7223, ext. 5046, or by e-mail to
bill@huizenga.nova.edu.

Housing office
Personnel shortages, increased work
requirements and the need for additional
training have made it necessary for the
Housing Office to change its hours. Effec-
tive immediately the office will close
daily 11:30-12:30. For administrative and
training purposes, the office will be closed
Thursdays 12:30-4:30 p.m. 

Gifts from homefront
Americans can now make a significant
contribution toward the morale and well
being of a loved one, family member or
dear friend associated with the U.S. mili-
tary, regardless of where they are sta-
tioned — at home or overseas. These
“Gifts From the Homefront” Certi-
fiChecks come as a result of a new part-
nership between the Army and Air Force
Exchange Service and CertifiChecks,
America’s hometown gift certificate
resource center. Sending CertifiChecks is
a way for people to show their support of
servicemembers. CertifiChecks are
redeemable for merchandise at all AAFES
post exchanges and base exchanges
throughout the world. Details are avail-
able on the AAFES web site,
www.aafes.com, and by phone at 1-877-
770-GIFT (4438). Sold by Certi-
fiChecks, they can be purchased 24
hours a day, seven days a week, every
day of the year, and come in denomina-
tions of $10 and $20. Each order
includes a festive envelope.
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